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Experience in Edinburgh 

Edinburgh, June 10, 1826,  
To Mrs. Graham. The Professors here are all at logger-heads with each other. Leslie calls Hope in his 
class-room 'the showman in the other corner,' while Dr. Hamilton has just received £500 from Hope 
for defamation.  

Edinburgh, 7th July, 1826 
How are the Miss Campbells? How are all the Glasgow young ladies? Alas, the want of them is felt 
most sensibly here; as Miss Brown (Mitchell’s landlady) says, the gentlemen turn savages when 
they go out to the West Indies for want of them. Alas, that I should become 
Your most loving Indian Savage 
Tho. Graham 

Edinburgh, May 27th 1827 
My dear Mother, I think that I will be home for certain within a week. Indeed I would have come 
off with Mr Mitchell had it not been that the whole of my pecuniary interest in this sublunary 
world amounts to three sixpences … 
 
May 30th 1827 
I look forward with great pleasure to my visit to Glasgow, as notwithstanding that I have now been 
a whole year in Edinburgh, I feel as much as ever all the solitude and desolateness of being in a 
land of strangers, which, from my retiring habits, will always be the case wherever I go. 
 



Andersonian University, George Street 

Photograph 1902, shortly before demolition. Original building 1831. 



Major Contributions from the Andersonian 





An International Figure 
Germany 
Hotel de Rome, Dresden, September 27, 1836 
My Dear John, 
I have this morning arrived here, having travelled from 
Jena by way of Leipsic (sic) … After you left me at 
Frankfort (sic) I went down to Giessen and spent two 
days with Liebig. He is a most delightful fellow, and I 
was glad to find him in very fair health. … 

France 
Hotel de la Coronne, Muelhausen, Alsace,  
1st September 1836. 
 
… but the Institute is a coterie, all the members 
are familiar with each other, and unwilling to give 
each other cause of offence. Gay-Lussac likewise, 
who is chemical editor of the Annales de Chimie, 
is an exceedingly mild man, and is certainly 
carried too far by the fear of offending his brother 
academicians. There is one of my papers which he 
has promised to publish (on Phosphuretted 
hydrogen), but which I would not be surprised to 
find him restrained from doing when he finds that 
I give more credit to Henry Rose than will be 
agreeable to M. Dumas. Dumas surprised me 
much the first day I met him by a hasty and unfair 
criticism on Rose, whom I defended. But 
afterwards, on reflection, he was at pains to undo 
the impression which his remarks might have 
produced, and finally transmits through me 
sentiments of respect to Rose, so that I hope to be 
the means of reconciling them. 

(About a scientific meeting in Jena)  
Between 300 and 400 Naturforscher had arrived, and 
the business of the meeting had fairly commenced. The 
arrangements were satisfactory although, there was 
not the same ostentation and amount of treating as at 
British meetings. In the mornings sectional meetings – 
the Chemical and Physical Sections meeting together; a 
general meeting from 11 to 1, at which memoirs, or 
rather essays, of general interest were read. Dinner 
from 2 till 4, and sectional meetings again at half past 4 
to 6 for those who had not taken too much champagne; 
and the evenings concluded very rationally with a ball 
at which there was a good turn-out of Jena beauties. As 
for the communications, they were interesting enough, 
but nothing strikingly important. Of the savans who 
had assembled, Humboldt was the great star, but to me 
Mitscherlich (crystal isomorphism) was the most 
interesting. 



The move to University College 

Leicester Square, London, May 6, 1837. 
Dear William,—At this moment I am in considerable doubt as to my 
movements. I had intended to start by the steamer for Leith to-night, 
and may very likely do so still, but the applications, &c., of the 
candidates having been lodged yesterday, and a meeting of the Council 
taking place to-day at 4,  … 
 
In case I remain here, - would you make a point of seeing Mr. Young and 
request him to begin the Practical Course, and get on with it till the end 
of the week, assuring the students of  my return at the beginning of the 
week following.  
 
I remain. My Dear William, 
Yours affectionately, 
(Signed) THO. GRAHAM. 



36 Keppel St., Russell Square, 
Nov. 24, 1837. 
Mt Dear Margaret,—I have after all left myself very little time to write to you. I had a 
very long and agreeable letter from Liebig a few days ago, conveying the information 
that his University have made me a Dr. of Philosophy causa honoris, but this is a 
profound secret, and to be kept like all such, as I  am doubtful whether I shall make 
any immediate use of it, although it is very flattering.  He has been reconciled to 
Dumas at Paris, and has a grand project of publishing a chemical journal in three 
languages, to be edited by Liebig, Dumas, and myself, but not before summer. 
 

London, Saturday Oct. 21st, 1837 
My dear Margaret (his sister) 
I have today completed the third week of my course, and am as well and comfortable as at the beginning of it. My 
number today is 221, which I have no doubt is the largest class on chemistry in the United Kingdom. … 
We are doing well at University College this season. I am very much pleased with the attention and respectful 
behaviour of my students, more than 120 of them have put down their names for examination. 

In London – University College 



4th Nov., 1861. 
My Dear Master,—I am very glad to be able to inform you that Lord Palmerston has sanctioned the 
appointment of your brother to the office of senior clerk and assistant coiner in the Mint. This may be 
attributed not only to the testimonials of superior fitness for the office which your brother possesses, but 
I hope that you will also consider it a mark of the estimation in which, for your services and the economy 
you have introduced into the department over which you preside, you are held. 
Believe me. 
My Dear Master, 
Very truly yours. 

Dec. 13th, 1855. 
To Miss Graham, Rome,— . . . Dr. Hoffmann had an accident to his eye which was at first a little alarming, 
and got, I believe, into the newspapers. The Rev. Mr. Barlow had caused an explosion of sulphuric acid, a 
small drop of which found its way past the glasses into the Dr.'s eye.  He was confined to a dark room for 
a week or ten days in consequence of the inflammation, but is now going about again without having 
suffered any permanent injury. You may imagine what a vexation the accident was for poor Mr. Barlow, 
who attended at Fitzroy Square like a nurse. 

Aug. 31st, 1850. 
To Miss Graham,—I started from London on Tuesday night, and in twenty hours reached Cologne very 
much cut by sea-sickness and fatigue. But after a night at the Hotel Hollande I was quite recovered, and 
enjoyed the sail up the Rhine in a very fair day, the voyage to Biberich near Mayence lasting from 6 to 7 
evening and reached Frankfort by railway about ten: when I got to a good hotel, ”The Roman Emperor," 
the town being crowded from the fair. The peace people had left. Cobden had been most admired, and 
the people here had been gratified by the discursive style of English addresses which they take as a 
lesson in public speaking. Next morning I went on by railway and diligence to Giessen, from 9 to 2 p.m. ; 
and after dining at the Rappen called on the Professor.  He appeared to me in better health than the 
reports, indeed I would imagine quite as well as when I first saw him thirteen years ago. 

The life of an eminent professor – from his letters 



Thomas Graham to his sister in 1826: 
 
Sir Walter Scott will get on ; he has been made King's 
printer — a situation worth £3,000 a year, chiefly in 
salary. Sir Walter must have been rather a calculating 
genius. It turns out that he was almost sole proprietor 
in the printing  establishment of James Ballantyne & 
Co., who have failed; so that he intended not only to 
profit by writing the novels, but also  to have a good 
share in the profits of printing them. Ballantyne  was 
little more than his servant. I have not had time to 
read ‘Woodstock’  yet. Sir Walter has in some measure 
satisfied the cravings of his creditors by binding over 
to them ‘Napoleon’,  and several forthcoming novels. 
 
Scott had debts of over £130k 

The wider world – from his letters 

1862 
You refer to the sad coal-pit accident. … It was an old 
idea of mine, but the material should have been kept 
in store in all mines liable to choke-damp. But still, it is 
the old story, the life-boat not to hand when wanted. 
The surest guarantee against such accidents is the 
Scotch law, which gives to friends of the miners an 
action against the mine proprietor. In Scotland each of 
the widows would thus have received, at least, £250. 

To Miss Graham, Pau., 14th February 1862, from London 
 
He (Mr John Graham) is very much engrossed with our 
bronze issue, which is truly a considerable affair, but goes on 
prosperously. 
 
Last Friday evening we had an interesting lecture from 
Professor Huxley, at the R. Institution. The great point was 
producing a human skull from the bone cavern – the skull of 
the man who made the flint implements found in the drift … 
 
Next Friday evening Dr. Odling is to illustrate “Dialysis”. 
Calvert, of Manchester, lately gave a lecture there on the 
same subject. 
 
Saturday was the private view of the picture exhibition of 
the British Institution, which I would not like to miss. 



The Chemical 
Society 

From the published 
record of the Jubilee, 
1891 



A Text-book of Chemistry -  1842 





International Recognition - 1891 





‘The force of liquid diffusibility still acts when two liquids are separated by a porous sheet of 
animal membrane, or unglazed earthenware; for the pores of such a membrane are occupied by 
water and an uninterrupted liquid communication exists between the water on the one side and 
the saline solution on the other. Under these circumstances, a flow of liquid takes place, 
generally, though not always, from the water to the saline solution, so that the quantity of liquid 
diminishes on one side of the septum, while it increases on the other’.   
Bakerian Lecture to Royal Society, 1854 

Further major contributions - osmosis 



Appointment as Master of the Mint, 26th May, 1853 

A Royal Appointment 



Walter Crum – 

Entrepreneur and scientist 

Some of Thomas Graham’s Students 

Lyon Playfair –  

politician, public health campaigner 

 

Frederick Penny –  

Freeland Professor of Chemistry 

Forensic Science and analytical 

Chemistry pioneer 

James Young – 

Shale oil industry leader 






